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who therefore create delay for its own sake. All
his method, from the first mention of the desire
for divorce expressed by the English Court up to
the very last still hesitating and half tentative
declarations against the actions of the English
government, consisted in dependence on delay.
For seven years he played delay as his only card.
Nevertheless for all his weakness and for all
his errors, he could not, I repeat, have prevented
the disaster. Or at least, he could only have
prevented it at the price of disloyalty to the
prestige and power and supernatural claims of
the Papacy which it was his first duty to protect.
Had he hastened things and pronounced against
Henry in as brief a time as could, with decency
and the observation of forms, have been managed,
the schism would still have taken place; because
those who were managing the impulsive, sensual
and therefore weak will of the English King
were determined to have the divorce, or, if they
could not get it, to break with the Head of
Christendom and have it pronounced upon the
local authority of their own servant, the Primate
of England. They had behind them not only
the will of Anne Boleyn and later the powerful
brain and capacity for rule of Cromwell, but the
driving power of universal greed in the wealthier
classes, who were straining at the leash to be
let loose upon the property of the Church.